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ON THE COVER: Enthusiast of the Year Marc Molzon  
with his lovely wife Lisa accepting his awards
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Editorially
Speaking

Editorially
Speaking

As previously announced, I will be retiring from the posi-
tion of P4 Managing Editor effective with this issue . It 
has been a wonderful experience with memories that I 

will always treasure . However, it is time for a changing of the guard .
By way of background, I retired from the retail car business in 

2010	and	one	of	the	items	on	my	bucket	list	was	to	become	more	
involved	with	SEMPCA.	 I	had	been	a	member	 since	1998,	but	
other than partaking in one or two driving tours a year, had not 
been very active . That winter, my wife Janice and I vacationed in 
Naples, FL, and while there attended an outstanding car show on 
the main street of town, called “Cars on 5th” . We spent several 
hours viewing the show pieces and I took a number of pictures . 
When we got home, I called then president Dave Miller and asked 
if he would be interested in my writing a story of the event for the 
P4 . Dave encouraged me to do so and my story appeared in the 
March,	2010	issue.

Shortly thereafter, P4 Managing Editor, John Keilly, placed an 
ad looking for an assistant to help him with the magazine . I en-
joyed writing and this sounded like an excellent way to get more 
involved with the club . I contacted him and we struck a deal, al-
though according to John, I would not have immediate access to 
the club jet (lol) . John was a wonderful, patient teacher and in 
time, I was able to give him assistance in what is a very time 
consuming monthly endeavor . From time to time I would also 
write a story for the magazine . One of our goals was to increase 
the dimensions of the monthly periodical from 5 ½” x 8 ½” to the 
present	size	of	8	½”	x	11”	for	easier	reading	and	cheaper	mailing	
cost.	We	published	our	first	larger	version	in	April	2011	and	this	
larger format has been well received .

John	 was	 selected	 president	 for	 the	 2013–2014	 term	 and	 I	
gladly inherited the position of Managing Editor . Fortunately for 
me, John continued to stay involved with the P4; we just reversed 
roles . I absolutely enjoyed my two year tenure as Managing Edi-
tor; it was a great run . At the same time, I joined fellow SEM/
PCA’er Matt Fenster in a start up business venture, www .SellY-
ourSportsCar .net . The business has grown and has become quite 
time consuming, so I reluctantly have decided to step down from 
the managing editor position .

The P4 will be in good hands . My replacement is Miranda 
Christen, a very enthusiastic, relatively new member with much 
editing, composing, marketing and computer experience . We have 
been working together for the past four months and she will do a 

great job running the show . Miranda will be ably assisted by Alex 
Lundberg	who	has	been	on	board	for	18	months	assisting	me	as	
associate editor . Also, neither John nor I will totally divorce our-
selves from the P4—we will both stay involved from an advisory 
standpoint and will be frequent contributors .

I am very grateful for those who helped me during my tenure . 
A huge “thank you” goes to Roger DeLiso of Copyrite Printing 
who is the unsung hero of the P4 . Each month he takes all of the 
information we provide and lays it out in the wonderfully read-
able attractive format that you see each month . He also provides 
great suggestions and I enjoy his witty humor . Also, to club mem-
ber Bernie Palo, owner of Copyrite Printing, who is responsible 
for printing and mailing the P4 each month in a timely manner 
(and at a reasonable cost!) Thanks Bernie! Then there are our 
monthly contributors—Chris Braden whose monthly column Ask 
The Master Cylinder educates us on the intricacies of our beloved 
Porsches,	Andrew	Olson	 and	his	 insightful	Shark	Tank	928	 ar-
ticles, Tom Fielitz who each month produces fascinating stories 
about owning, driving and living with our Porsches, and Merritt 
Scott Collins who produces and coordinates advertisements for 
Munk’s	Motors	,	Classic	9	Leather	Shop	and	others.	Also,	to	all	
the event chair persons for their written and pictorial recaps and to 
all those who have provided excellent stories and editorials over 
the years, . THANK YOU!!

There are several items of note in this issue . Most important-
ly	is	our	cover	story,	the	selection	of	Marc	Molzon	as	the	2014	
Enthusiast of the Year as well as incoming club vice president . 
Congratulations Marc . You deserve both . Also, we have a new 
advertiser,	M1	Concourse.	This	group,	lead	by	founder	and	CEO	
Brad Oleshansky (a SEMPCA member) is in the process of con-
structing a private auto park in Pontiac, complete with condo/ga-
rage units, a test track and retail establishments . Check out their 
ad	on	page	9.	On	page	21,	take	a	look	at	the	heartfelt	note	from	
member Koji Funabashi who recently moved back to Japan . Of 
interest	also,	should	be	my	article	on	page	37	where	I	dissect	the	
skyrocketing values of used Porsches . Finally, an apology to Don 
Kleist . In the last issue, he wrote an excellent article about the 
club members’ trip to Germany and we forgot to give him credit 
for writing the story . Sorry Don .

We	have	lots	of	great	events	scheduled	for	2015.	Take	a	look	
at the SEMPCA Calendar on page 4 and start making your plans .

BY MICHAEL COHEN

BOARD 
MEEtINgS
Board meetings are typically  
held on the first Wednesday of 
the month at various locations; 
when the Board meets at a 
Porsche dealership, the meeting 
is moved to Thursday for that 
month, to coincide with the 
dealership’s hours.

The January 7 and February 4,  
2015 Board Meetings will 
commence at 7pm at Gilson 
Motorsports

JANUARY
7 Board Meeting
11 North American International 
 Auto Show*
30 Membership Dinner w/speaker

fEBRUARY
4 Board Meeting
7 DE 101 – Gilson Motorsports

MARCH
3 Registration open for Parade
4 Board Meeting
28 Gilson Tech Class

APRIL
1 Board Meeting
11 Tri-club Swap Meet
25 New Member Gathering 

MAY
6 Board Meeting
9 DE Waterford Hills
16 Street Survival School
29-31 Belle Isle Grand Prix*
31 Spring Tour 

JUNE
3 Board Meeting
11 DE Waterford Hills
21-27 Porsche Parade in French Lick, IN

JULY
1 Board Meeting
11 Progressive Dinner
24-26 Concours of the Americas. St. Johns*

AUgUSt
2 Troy Traffic Jam* 
7-9 Gingerman Club Race
12 Board Meeting
15 Woodward Dream Cruise *
23 Annual Picnic

SEPtEMBER
2 Board Meeting
3 or 17 DE Waterford Hills
12 Ladies Only Drive
20 Drive Your Porsche Day

OCtOBER
7 Board Meeting
18 Fall Color Tour

NOVEMBER
4 Board Meeting & Calendar Planning
TBD All Membership Dinner 

DECEMBER
2 Board Meeting
5 Holiday Party

* Not a club sponsored event
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A N N O u N C I N G …

SEMPCA General Membership Dinner
Featuring: Mr. Robin Warner, Road Test Editor

Road & Track Magazine

Join us on Friday, January 30, 2015
Arrival 6:30-6:45 / Dinner at 7:15

NOTE NEW LOCATION
5th Tavern (Banquet Room)

2262 S. Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
248-481-9607

www.5thtavern.com

PlATED DinnEr
Choice of four (4) entrees (select one):

Chicken Picatta, White Fish, ½ Rack of Ribs, Penne Bolognese
Each meal includes a side salad with house dressing and soft drinks

Please make a selection when submitting payment
We need to provide a final count by Monday, January 26, 2015

If you wish a vegetarian meal or have other special needs,
please let us know when registering

Join us for this very special look inside the world of vehicle testing, evaluation,
racing and many other exciting stories from this remarkable man

Dinner $25.00/pp – Cash Bar
RSVP REQuIRED: For reservations, please contact

Dave Miller
Please sign up by January 23, 2015 at www. ClubRegistration.net 

or contact Dave at 248-594-9752/dmiller@signatureassociates.com

Feel free to bring a friend or neighbor

Drive With
Spirit!

Drive With
Spirit!

First I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy new year . 
Thank you past presidents, board members and club members for 
this opportunity to be your president . My choice of title for my 

column, “Drive with Spirit”, has come from years of driving Porsches . 
Whenever I slide into one of my Porsches, I immediately switch to driv-
ing at a spirited pace . In my articles I will be writing short stories about 
how I got involved with Porsches and the Porsche club . 

My earliest Porsche experience that I can remember was when my 
father’s	roommate	from	college	took	us	for	a	ride	in	his	912.	I	was	in	the	
back seat (if you can call it a seat) holding onto the roll bar - yes a roll bar . 
We were driving down a dirt road full tilt and at the time I had no idea 
what car it was until years later when talking with my father . This was my 
earliest experience, but I still didn’t have the Porsche bug yet . In a way, 
I should have been into Corvettes, as my father always had some kind of 
Corvette	when	we	were	growing	up.	The	first	time	I	got	the	Porsche	bug	
was	when	my	father	came	home	from	Florida	trailering	a	Porsche	930.	I	
still remember the sound, smell and sheer performance of it . At this point 
my father became a SEMPCA member and started participating in driver 
education and social events . It would be a few more years before I would 
purchase	my	first	Porsche	and	become	a	member	in	1994	of	the	club.	

The club owes a big thank you to Erhard & Gretchen Dahm and 
family for generously sponsoring the Holiday Party held at the Orchard 
Lake County Club . SEM/PCA presented a bird house in the form of a 
garage and club badge to Erhard as a thank you gift for the Holiday 
Party . The club was able to donate to the Jo Brighton Special Olympics 
Program, which is a charity that is so close to our club’s hearts . With the 
silent charity auction and other donations the club raised much needed 
funds for the Jo Brighton Special Olympics Program . Thanks again to 
the Erhard Dahm family!

I would like to congratulate Gretus & Victoria on their engagement!
I’d	like	to	thank	Porsche	of	the	Motor	City	for	hosting	their	918	Spy-

der event . A lot of members showed up for the event and we were able to 
hear	the	918’s	engine	and	watch	the	adjustable	front	suspension	and	rear	
wing	move.	We	where	even	invited	to	sit	in	the	918	after	being	shown	
the	best	way	to	slide	into	the	918.	Porsche	of	the	Motor	City	gave	away	
door	prizes	as	well.	Thanks	again	for	sharing	 the	918	Spyder	with	 the	
SEM/PCA club . 

We	are	planning	a	fun	event	filled	year	for	2015.	Here	are	some	of	the	
events that are on the calendar:

Feb.	21	-	Driver’s	Education	101	classroom	event	for	beginners	and	
advanced students . Steve Carbary & Marc Molzon will be explain what 
to expect at a Driver’s Education event and for the more experienced 
drivers we will be talking about suspension setup and driving techniques . 

March 28 - Tech Session - Gilson MotorSports will have a tech ses-
sion	from	10:00am	to	2:00pm	refreshments	and	lunch	will	be	provided.	

Swap meet, car show and multi region event will again be held at 
Porsche of Farmington Hills . Over the years this has become a great 
event . Looking to sell some old parts, buy some used or new parts, take 

a tech test and car show all at one place? . The date for this event had not 
yet	been	finalized.	The	chair	for	the	event	is	David	Burton.	Please	contact	
David if you are interested in selling parts and need a table . 

April 25 - New Members Gathering 
DE	on	May	9th
May	16	-	Street	Survival	School	for	Teens.	Don	Kleist	&	Marc	Mol-

zon have been doing a great job chairing this event the last few years . 
If you know a teen driver, this is a school that teaches teens about how 
a vehicle reacts in different situations . There is both classroom instruc-
tion and driving instruction . If you are interested in volunteering for this 
event, we need your help in making this another great event for teens . 
This event is sponsored by TireRack .com, BMW Club and SEM/PCA . 

Devils in the Details - Chris Braden of Munk’s Motors will hold an-
other detailing tech session . The date is TBD . We look forward to another 
great event for SEM/PCA Club members . 

May	29-31	-	Belle	Isle	Grand	prix	-	I	am	sure	there	will	be	a	Porsche-
platz . Look for tickets on line . 

May	31	-	Spring	Tour	-	Greg	Gallagher	will	be	chairing	this	event	and	
more info will be listed on the website and in the P4 . 

June	21-27	-	60th	Porsche	Parade.	Porsche	fun	for	the	whole	family.	
The	Porsche	Parade	for	2015	will	be	held	at	the	beautiful	French	Lick	
Resort	in	French	Lick,	Indiana	June	21st	to	27th.	I	have	been	to	this	re-
sort	with	the	356	club	and	the	facilities	and	area	are	outstanding.	If	you	
have missed out on Porsche Parades in the past, this year”s will not dis-
appoint you . There are activities ranging from concours, driving rallies, 
autocross, driving tours, wine tastings and an art show,

July	11	-	Progressive	Dinner	-	Carlos	&	Veronica	Carmona	will	again	
be chairing the progressive dinner . If you would like to open your home 
for one of the stops, please contact Carlos for more information . 

August	7-9	-	Club	Race	-	the	club’s	new	Vice	President	Marc	Molzon	
has been working on getting more participation at our club race at Ginger-
man Raceway in South Haven, MI . We are always looking for volunteers 
to help run the club race . Please contact Marc Molzon if you would like to 
volunteer, participate in the driving school or just to come out and watch . 

August	23	-	Annual	Picnic	and	Concours	-	Patti	&	Jerry	Door,	Don	
Kleist & Fred Young have taken over the duties of the picnic and con-
cours and did a fabulous job last year . If you missed out on this great 
event	in	2014,	please	try	to	make	it	 to	this	year’s	event!	Great	people,	
food and of course clean cars . 

Sept.	12	-	Ladies	Only	Drive	-	Patti	Door	has	been	chairing	and	plan-
ning this event for years . No men allowed, Ladies, just take the keys 
and the Porsche for the day . If you can’t convince your man to give up 
the keys, call Patti and she will arrange for you to be a passenger with 
another lady . 

Sept.	20	-	Drive	Your	Porsche	Day	-	I	have	been	chairing	and	plan-
ning	this	event	for	a	long	time.	I	will	try	to	find	another	great	restaurant	
and driving tour for everyone to enjoy . I always look forward to planning 
this event and tour . Please save the date . 

BY HOWARD gILSON
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™

THE ULTIMATE CAR ENTHUSIAST DESTINATION™

PRIVATE GARAGE COMMUNITY ON WOODWARD AVE.

1.5 MILE PERFORMANCE TRACK

MOTORSPORTS CLUB AND DRIVING EXPERIENCE

RESTAURANTS, RETAIL AND YEAR ROUND EVENTS

PHASE 1 ON SALE NOW // TRACKSIDE PRIVATE GARAGES FROM $110,000

www.m1concourse.com // 248.594.6803

I t’s	likely	to	be	the	smile	that	you	notice	first.	No,	it’s	not	the	
toothy grin you might see on some politician trying to stick 
his hand in your wallet (yet again) . Rather, it’s a smile that 

reflects	the	quiet	confidence	of	a	man	who	knows	what	he’s	doing	
and	enjoys	doing	it.	That’s	a	fitting	description	of	Marc	Molzon.

Marc is a long time Board Member and is one of the real “doers” 
in our Club—organizing thor-
oughly enjoyable driving tours as 
well as wearing a variety of other 
hats including Street Survival 
School, DE and the Club Race . 

Marc has chaired both the 
Spring Tour and Fall Color Tours 
multiple times each . Each time, 
the route has been interesting and 
enjoyable and the restaurant he 
and Lisa selected has taken good 
care of us . Ensuring those re-
sults begins with route planning 
and	 finding	 a	 restaurant	 located	
near the desired end point . Then 
there’s making arrangements 
with the restaurant and driving 
the route . Finally, there’s a last 
minute check for construction . 
On the day of the event, there’s 
registration and executing the 
event, which sometimes requires 
helping stragglers . Mark has always worked the details diligently 
and	delivered	a	first	class	experience.	

Marc also stepped in when Don Kleist—who is also a member 
of the local BMW Club—brought Street Survival School to our 
attention	in	2012.	Street	Survival	is	a	national	program	that	gives	
teen drivers real world experience with a variety of car control 
situations that occur all too frequently and which require immedi-
ate action . At a minimum, the program helps teens become better, 
more capable drivers, and skills learned there could potentially 

save	 a	 student	 from	 serious	 trouble	 on	 the	 road.	 From	 the	first	
school	we	 ran	 in	 2013,	Marc	 took	 on	 the	 job	Co-Chairing	 this	
event . As usual, Lisa was heavily involved from the outset . 

Marc has always enjoyed DE and has willingly shared his skill 
and	enthusiasm	with	students	as	an	instructor.	Then,	in	2014	he	
was named Chief Instructor . In that role, he has taken on addi-

tional leadership and administra-
tive duties—including ensuring 
that there are always enough 
instructors available and that 
they are matched with students . 
Marc arrives early and, with his 
wife Lisa, can be found handling 
registration, in additional to his 
instructional duties . Due to their 
efforts—and those of co-chairs 
Steve Carbary and Garen Nicog-
hosian—we had a sharp increase 
in participation this year—so 
much so that we were able to add 
a fourth event to the calendar . 

As if all that wasn’t enough, 
Marc also volunteered to become 
the Chair for the Club Race, 
replacing Matt Fenster who 
stepped down from the position . 
Although	 a	 scheduling	 conflict	
forced upon us by PCA necessi-

tated	suspending	the	Club	race	in	2014,	Marc	continued	to	aggres-
sively pursue both sponsorship and participation from new groups 
of racers . This work will undoubtedly pay off when the race is run 
August	6	–	9	of	this	coming	summer.

Not surprisingly, Marc was selected by the Past Presidents 
as	our	2014	Enthusiast	of	the	Year,	an	award	he	richly	deserved.	
Additionally, Marc was named Vice President of SEM/ PCA, ef-
fective	January	1,	2015.	Congratulations	Marc—and	Lisa—on	a	
variety of jobs, all well done!

ENTHUSIAST OF THE YEAR
Marc Molzon

STORY BY JOHN KEILLY

PHOTO BY MIRANDA CHRISTEN
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Porsche of Ann Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for  
immediate delivery…or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) 
Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
porscheofannarbor.com

Local Dealers Unveil  
New 2015 Porsche Cayenne

STORY & PHOTOS BY JOHN KEILLY

R emember	the	uproar	when	Porsche	A.	G.	first	announced	
it would build an SUV? Well, whatever those concerns, 
customers have been buying and enjoying the Cayenne 

from the outset and Porsche has achieved yet another success 
story.	Maybe	 those	fine	 folks	 in	Zuffenhausen	know	something	
the “purists” don’t?

Now,	there	is	a	freshening	for	2015.	Recently,	some	of	our	lo-
cal dealers held unveiling events for the new Cayenne . 

Changes include modest but noticeable changes to the sheet 
metal, lighting, front end and interior, including the steering 
wheel.	Such	refinements	are	the	typical	benefits	found	in	a	mid-
cycle freshening .

There are major changes to the powertrains . The twin-turbo 
4.8-liter	V-8	is	now	rated	at	an	astounding	520	HP,	20	over	 the	
previous	model.	There	is	a	twin-turbo	3.6-liter	V-6,	rated	at	420	
HP if your needs are a bit more “modest .” An S E-Hybrid, replaces 
the	former	S	Hybrid	model.	It	has	a	95	HP	electric	motor—a	big	
leap	from	the	47	HP	motor	in	the	S	Hybrid.	The	gasoline	engine	
remains	the	familiar	supercharged	3.0-liter	V-6,	rated	at	333	HP.	

Initially, only the S, Diesel, Turbo, and a new S E-(plug in) 
Hybrid are available . Expect the other Cayenne models to follow 
shortly .

Please see your local dealer to see the new Cayenne—and all 
the other great vehicles from Porsche . 

The refreshed exterior and 
interior of the 2015 Cayenne

David Fischer Jr. of Porsche of Farmington Hills 
prepares to unveil the new Cayenne
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Please join us February 7th at 10a.m. at  
Gilson Motorsports for DE 101

We will have instructors to help you prepare for your  
track day from start to finish. Learn what you need  
leading up to the day, what to watch while you’re  

running, and how to do your best at the track.

Have you attended a DE event?
Come share your track day stories!

Please contact Howard Gilson or Lela Martin by February 1 to reserve your spot

Phone 248-549-4016 / Fax 248-549-4022

hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com

1208 E. Maple Rd. Troy MI 48083

Gilson MotorSports Tech Session

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, March 28, 2015
From 10:00am to 2:00pm

Gilson MotorSports would like to invite you to our Tech Session. 
If you drive your Porsche with spirit, you will not want to miss this Tech Session. 

SEM/PCA Sponsored Event / Food & Refreshments provided by Gilson MotorSports.
Your Porsche® Enthusiast Shop in Southeast Michigan. 

Please contact Howard Gilson or Lela Martin by March 15th to reserve your spot
Phone 248-549-4016 / Fax 248-549-4022

hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com
1208 E. Maple Rd. Troy MI 48083 Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

It's that time of year again:
Free Flatbed Towing, PLUS
Off-Season Pricing

Call for details.

Wheels while your car heals!
Free rental car for SEM Members;

call for details.
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Results of 2014 Board Election

Your	ballots	are	in	and	counted	–	with	a	sincere	 
“thank you” to everyone who ran . Please, stay involved .

 
The members have elected these individuals to the Board  
for	the	term	January	1,	2015	to	December	31,	2016:

Walter Crump
Patti Door (I)

Greg Gallagher (I)
Howard Gilson (I)

(I) Designates Incumbent

At Autometric Collision we be-
lieve when you choose us for your 
collision repairs, you’re putting 
your family’s safety and trust in our 
hands…and we honor that trust. 
From its inception, Autometric has 
earned the reputation for being the 
automotive body repair facility that 
consistently delivers the highest 
standards for customer satisfaction 
and outstanding service.

Autometric Collision was 
founded on three core principles: 

Superior repair, excellent cus-

tomer service and on time deliv-
ery. Our repair standards, which 
utilize distinct skilled craftsman-
ship and the highest quality parts 
and materials will preserve your 
car’s value and assure your fam-
ily’s safety by professionally re-
storing it to pre-accident factory 
specified condition.

At Autometric Collision we 
realize that accidents can happen, 
so trust your repairs to the people 
who understand that your greatest 
treasures are riding in your car.

Properly repairing Porsche automobiles for over 30 years

Visit us online at www.autometriccollision.com
Phone Toll Free: (877) 263-8265

Visit us at one of our  
convenient locations:

8645 East 10 Mile Road 
Center Line, MI 48015 (586) 758-7400

24465 Gratiot Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 (586) 774-3455 

818 North Main Street 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 (248) 398-0200

490 South Telegraph Road  
Pontiac, MI 48341 (248) 338-6000

43933 Van Dyke Avenue 
Utica, MI 48317 (586) 726-0300

580 South Telegraph Road  
Pontiac, MI 48341 (248) 332-0600

1728 Maplelawn Drive 
Troy, MI 48084 (248) 637-7700

• Superior Repair
• Excellent Customer Service
• On Time Delivery

     CrossRoads 
        Plaza
     CrossRoads 
        Plaza

At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

PC Multi-Region Swap Meet
Saturday 11 April 2012 / 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Presented by the
SEM, RSR & Motorstadt Regions 

Featuring the 356 Motor Cities Gruppe
Western Michigan, Michiana, & Maumee Valley Regions are also invited.

Hosted by Porsche of Farmington Hills 
37911 Grand River Avenue • Farmington Hills • MI 48335

This event is rain or shine (or even snow) . . . it’s inside!
For tables contact Event Chair Dave Burton: djburton@sbcglobal.net or 248 • 882 • 0231
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RECAP
Holiday gala a Huge Success– 

thousands Raised for Jo Brighton

STORY BY JOHN KEILLY

SAVE THE DATE!

The 2015 PORSCHE PARADE
Is scheduled for Sunday, June 21st through

 Saturday, June 27th, 2015 in French Lick, Indiana

This is also the 60th Anniversary of the Porsche Club

 so you can be assured this will be something special.

French Lick, Indiana is about 400 miles or 7 hours

from the Detroit area so it is pretty close to home.

Registration opens March 17, 2015 at 12 noon.

Check the pca.org website for further details as they
become available – Also check out French Lick Resorts

for lodging information.

This is a can't miss event for Porsche Club members.

Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50

38703 Hans Auto Electric_Layout 1  4/23/14  9:35 AM  Page 1

HUNDREDS 
OF CRAFT BEERS

This year, we were able to hold the annual Holiday Party at the 
beautiful Orchard Lake Country Club . The possibility was of-
fered to us about a year ago, by Erhard and Gretchen Dahm . 

It	was	my	good	fortune	to	meet	the	Dahms	in	2008,	when	I	did	an	
article	on	them	for	our	Club’s	50th	Anniversary	Program.	The	Dahms	
had	 the	 first	 Porsche	 franchise	 in	 south-
east Michigan .

The Orchard Lake Country Club was 
magnificently	decorated	for	the	holidays.	It	
also provided plenty of room to display all 
the items in the Silent Auction, and for the 
95	guests	who	attended—the	best	turn	out	
in years!

The Dahms introduced us to Catering 
Director Laura Donofrio, and she—and 
First Lady Catherine Keilly did the rest . 
They worked together to ensure that we had 
another	first	rate	event.	Numerous	members	
commented favorably on both the food and 
the service .

This year, we invited representatives 
from the Jo Brighton Program for Special 
Olympics Athletes to be our guests . Short-
ly	 after	 the	untimely	death	of	16	year	old	
Miles Smith at Parade in Traverse City, 
SEM/PCA adopted Jo Brighton as our char-
ity . Miles was active in the program, which 
is based right here in southeast Michigan . 
Those guests were Maggie Gibson, Special 
Olympics Coordinator and her husband 
Cliff, as well as parents of two Special 
Olympians, Mrs . Virginia Bartnikowski 
and Mrs . Anna Norris . Mrs . Gibson gave us 
a brief run down on the Jo Brighton Pro-
gram and how much our support has meant 
to them, including the new uniforms bought 
with our past donations .

Of course, Erhard and Gretchen 
Dahm were there with us, along with 
their daughter and son-in-law, “C .C .” 
and Brett Homovec .

In additional to all the usual enjoyment 
of catching up with fellow enthusiasts, the 
evening included two major surprises . First, 
Board Member Gretus Hoogestraat got 
down on one knee and proposed to Goodie 

Store Chair Victoria Wade . Yes, she accepted .
Then, Mr . & Mrs . Dahm said they wanted to show their appreciation 

to the Club for the support of our founding members . That group wrote 
a letter to Porsche supporting the Dahm’s application for a franchise, 
which	was	their	first	dealership,	opened	in	May,	1963.	Today	you	know	

them for the World of Erhard BMW and 
Land Rover dealerships . 

In a display of incredible generosity, 
the Dahms said they would sponsor our 
dinner! At the suggestion of Treasurer and 
Past President Leo Wanstreet, we of course 
offered to refund anyone’s money—add-
ing that any money not refunded would be 
added to our donation to Jo Brighton . In an 
impressive demonstration of “It’s not just 
the cars; it’s the people” no one requested 
a refund! 

Meanwhile, Patti and Jerry Door ran an-
other record setting Silent Auction . Porsche 
dealers as well as many other businesses and 
individuals generously donated items to the 
Auction . Buyers were active, and, as always, 
generous.	In	total,	over	$2,700	was	raised.	

Last but not least, the Holiday Party is 
also a time of recognition and transition . 
Howard Gilson was formally introduced 
as our new president and Mark Molzon 
was named Vice President . Mark also took 
home the well deserved Enthusiast of the 
Year Award .

We	always	donate	100%	of	the	proceeds	
from the auction . This combined with the 
significant	 donation	 made	 possible	 by	
the outstanding generosity of Erhard and 
Gretchen Dahm and our members will en-
able us to make a very major contribution to 
the Jo Brighton Program—which receives 
no funding from the state .

Thank you Mr . & Mrs . Dahm . Thank 
you members . Thank you donors and buyers 
at the Silent Auction . Thank you Laura and 
Catherine . Congratulations to Gretus and 
Victoria, Howard Gilson and Marc Molzon . 
You made it a truly memorable evening!

Photos by Miranda Christen, Catherine & John Keilly

MORE PHOTOS PAGES 18 & 20

The new team, President Howard Gilson and Vice 
President Marc Molzon will take office on January 1, 2015

Mr. & Mrs. Dahm expressing their gratitude to this region. 
The support of our founding members helped the Dahms 
obtain the first Porsche franchise in Southeast Michigan

Past Presidents Patti and Jerry Door again Chaired the 
Silent Auction which raised another record sum
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Holiday Party (continued from page 16)
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(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline
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Kip Sheward Motorsports
Offering a unique, handpicked selection of the finest performance 

automobiles available. Meeting our very strict criteria in order to exceed 
our customer’s expectations.

Exceptional Clientele - Exceptional Automobiles

SALES * LEASING * STORAGE * MANAGEMENT

24730 Haggerty Rd. Farmington Hills, MI 48335

248.477.7733

kipsquestions@yahoo.com

www.kipshewardmotorsports.com

 

Kip Sheward Motorsports
Offering a unique, handpicked selection of the finest performance 

automobiles available. Meeting our very strict criteria in order to exceed 
our customer’s expectations.

Exceptional Clientele - Exceptional Automobiles

SALES * LEASING * STORAGE * MANAGEMENT

24730 Haggerty Rd. Farmington Hills, MI 48335

248.477.7733

kipsquestions@yahoo.com

www.kipshewardmotorsports.com

 

Eric Wheeler Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
 eric@novibenz.com

PLEAsE suPPORT OuR AdVERTisERs

SEM/PCA First Lady Catherine Keilly with former First Lady Debra Miller
Dr. Lucy Rivera (l) with two parents of Jo Brighton Special Athletes,  
Virginia Bartnikowski and Anna Norris

Susan Payne with Riya Cao, fiancé of Ralf Lindackers
Fran Amos with Dr. Gary Mason and incoming SEM/PCA 
Vice President Marc Molzon 

Zone IV Representative Michael Soriano and his wife, Lisa Vic and Dr. Lucy Rivera 

The Board presented Mr. & Mrs. Dahm with a letter expressing our gratitude 
for their generous sponsorship of the dinner at the Holiday Party

Special Olympics Coordinator Maggie Gibson provides a briefing on 
all that the Jo Brighton Program does for their athletes
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Holiday Party (continued from page 18)

By the time you read this, I will 
have gone back to Japan. I bought my 
Porsche 996 from Matt and Michael 
at SellYourSportsCar.net. After I got 
my Porsche, I joined SEM/PCA with 
anxiety. But there was nothing to think 
about that. I have met many kind and 
friendly gentlemen and ladies. So, I 
have attended as many events as possi-
ble—Porsche Parade at Traverse City in 
MI, Fall Color Tour, Drive Your Porsche 
Day etc. I was able to talk to many good 
friends. And I had so many experiences 
with my Porsche. On the other hand, I 
had bad memories. When I bought my 

Porsche, my Porsche acted like a bear. 
The check engine light turned on in a 
second and oil leaked. At this time I got 
good help from Howard, at Gilson Mo-
torsports. He is great. I appreciated his 
advice and kindness. I have made good 
friendship with SEM members.

When I got to Japan and saw a 
Porsche, it reminded me of all of you. 
It’s not just the cars, it’s the people.

Thank you again, Good bye to my 
Porsche and to all of you. See you again.

—Koji Funabashi

Dear SEM/PCA Members,

Rev. Ron Roland and his wife Karen are flanked by former SEM/PCA First 
Lady Peggy Goldberg and her husband, Past President Neil Goldberg

Board Member Fred Young presents a gift to Mr. & Mrs. Dahm to thank them 
for the biggest surprise of the evening – their sponsorship of the dinner

Leon and Ileana Lewis, Dr. Guy Pupp and his wife Karen, Sabrina Crump 
with her husband, new Board Member Walter Crump and Catherine Keilly

Diane and Greg Gallagher with Marie and Pierre Corriveau

Erhard & Gretchen Dahm with their daughter, Sieglinde “CC” 
Dahm-Homovec and her husband, Brett Homovec

New P4 Managing Editor Miranda Christen with her parents, Tom and Robyn

Erhard Dahm with the 
gift – a birdhouse, hand 
crafted by Kathy Young, 
to remind him of his 
Porsche dealership, 
Erhard Motors 

Board Member Gretus 
Hoogestraat gets down 
on one knee to propose 

to Victoria Wade, who 
gladly accepted the 

engagement ring
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM
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RECAP

918 Porsche of the  
Motor City Event

STORY BY MIRANDA CHRIStEN

On Thursday, December 4th, Dealer Principal 
Eitel Dahm of Porsche of the Motor City invited 
all SEM/PCA members to an exclusive, (Club only) 
informal pre-holiday evening at the dealership.

On display and available for inspection were 
the all new Porsche 918 super car, Targa 4S, as 
well as the new GTS models of the Boxster and 

Cayman. We were treated to dinner and a raffle 
while we waited anxiously for the unveiling of the 
Porsche 918. Ray Crawford, the dealership Gen-
eral Manager, gave us a look into the prowess of 
the 918 and Jarrett Hoffman delighted us all with a 
chance to hear the roar of the engine at start up. A 
great time was had by all!

Eitel Dahm watches the unveiling of his 918 Spyder

Jarrett Hoffman starts it up so we can 
hear this impressive powertrain

Eitel Dahm with General Manager Ray Crawford

Mr. Dahm with John Keilly

The new Cayman GTS was also on display…

…as was the Boxster GTS
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RECAP

Motor City Auto Spa  
Detailing Clinic

STORY & PHOTOS BY MICHAEL COHEN

INSURANCE REPAIRS • BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SINCE 1922
Commercial & Residential

Alterations and Repairs

Website: www.burtonbrothers.net
eMail: djb@burtonbrothers.net
Office: 248-357-7000
Fax: 248-353-5638
Cell: 248-882-0231Dave Burton

Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Expert Auto Detailing
248 - AUTO SPA

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

(288-6772)
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"Voted Best Auto Detailing Center in
2009 & 2010 on WDIV's Vote 4 the Best"

$20 Off
   Complete Detail Package

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather and Vinyl Coverings Available in Kit Form or Installed

Read about our work in the  
September	2008	issue	of	Excellence Magazine

“Same	Difference”	(p.75)

Shop Hours by Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop
7250	Drexel	St.	•	Dearborn	Hts.,	MI	48127

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983

Matt Lifter, proprietor of Motor City Auto Spa on Eleven 
Mile Road in Royal Oak, graciously opened his facil-
ity	to	our	club	on	Sunday,	October	12.The	purpose	of	

the event was to show members how to detail their own cars . He 
demonstrated	polishing	and	buffing	 techniques	as	well	as	 some	
other	detailing	tricks	on	a	black/black	1988	Porsche	930	Turbo.	
The car was in very good condition except that the paint had 

dulled over the years . Matt displayed his wizardry to approxi-
mately	35	SEMPCA’ers	and	the	results	were	amazing.	Scratches	
were removed and the paint sparkled like a brand new car . Matt 
explained in detail all that he was doing and answered various 
club members’ questions . Attendees learned a lot and we should 
be able to see the results of this clinic when their . cars come out 
in the spring .

Motor City Auto Spa, 901 W. 11 Mile Rd. Royal Oak

Owner Matt Lifter gives some detailing 
tips to club members

Black 1988 930 gleams upon nearing completion

Matt Lifter performs the finishing touches on the 930
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RECAP

SEM fall Color tour– 
A great Drive!

STORY BY DALE gOBY

tHE PLACE fOR PORSCHES & PARtS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA, C/O P4. Please see page 4 for the address

FOR SALE: OEM WHEELS: 4 Turbo 
Twist	wheels	from	2001	911.	8x18	and	
9x18’s	with	Contis	No	 scratches.	Tires	
have	2,500	miles	on	them.	$1,200.	Con-
tact	Tibor	313-882-0039	(9/14)

FOR SALE: 2005 PORSCHE 911 
TURBO S CABRIOLET: All stock . 
3.6	 liter	 twin	 turbo	444	hp	engine	with	
6	speed	manual	 transmission,	all	wheel	
drive, Bose stereo, all leather interior, 
triple	 black.	 17,500	 non-abused	 adult	
miles with fresh oil change with Cas-
trol	5W40.	Original	window	sticker	and	
Porsche	maintenance	manuals.	$63,500.	
Contact	Chris	at	586-873-3857	(10/14)

FOR SALE: 1989 PORSCHE 928 S4: 
Grand prix white with burgundy leather 
seats and custom sheep skin covers . 5 
liter	V8	w/	316	hp,	auto	 trans.excellent	
condition . Cold a/c . Complete documen-

tation	from	new.	Feature	 in	2009	Auto-
mobile	Magazine.	95,000	miles.	$19,500	
or best . Contact Michael Cohen 248-
227-8604	or	michael@sellyoursportscar.
net	(10/14)

CAR STORAGE: heated, secured . 
$550	up	to	6	months.	Call	Clem	Weier-
stahl	(810)	636-2840.	(11/14)

WINTER STORAGE FOR YOUR 
CAR: Safe, secure, heated .Multiple ve-
hicle and pre-payment discounts avail-
able .Centrally located at Square Lake 
Road and Opdyke in the Centerpoint 
business complex . Contact Matt Fenster 
248-496-3004	or	email	matt@sellyours-
portscar .net	(11/14)

FOR SALE: 2000 PORSCHE BOX-
STER TIPTRONIC:	 2000	 Porsche	
Boxster	Tiptronic,	 39,000	miles,	Arctic	

Silver exterior, Black Interior, wind stop, 
18	inch	Turbo	Twist	wheels,	carbon	fiber	
shifter, Stereo with CD player, new top, 
rear window in excellent condition, Ask-
ing	$14,750.00.	Contact	Michael	Cohen	
248-227-8604	 or	 email	michael@selly-
oursportscar .net	(11/14)

FOR SALE: 1997 PORSCHE 993 
CABRIOLET: Midnight Blue with 
Blue	 interior,	 18	 inch	 996	 Turbo	
wheels, lowered, Mille Miglia Exhaust 
System,	 77,000	 miles,	 wood	 steering	
wheel . Mechanically excellent, recent 
service, new top . Drives excellently . 
Needs	 paint.	 WP0CA2992VS341435,	
Asking	 $29,500.	Contact	Matt	 Fenster	
248-496-3004	or	email	matt@sellyour-
sportscar.net	(12/14)
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ŷ „‹L žˆ ™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ š‹„šN

q›„’Œš  vŒ”š„Šˆ p•˜™†‹ˆ F vw sˆ˜œŒ†ˆ

 

Showings and Consultations
by Appointment

Matt Fenster
matt@sellyourporsche.com

248.496.3004

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyourporsche.com

248.227.8604

1925 Heide Troy, MI 48084

NOTE: We have changed our name to better reflect our rapidly  
expanding business and more diverse inventory.

www.SellYourSportSCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

For the second time in my life, I took time off from a busy 
work schedule this summer and drove one of the 25 great-
est driving roads in America, the “Tail of the Dragon” 

near Knoxville, TN . It was, as always, a great drive in a Porsche . 
However, the Fall Color Tour this year was also a great drive in 
a great car . The weather cooperated, the rain departed on Satur-
day evening and what we faced on Sunday was a cool but sunny 
Michigan fall day and a great driving route . 

I invited my friend Ted, who is a lifelong car guy, to come 
along to a special event in a special club . I have worked on him for 
three years to abandon his Mercedes and Lexus vehicles and buy 
a Porsche . Finally, he took delivery in July of a new Macan . Un-
like his normal purchasing decisions that take months, sometime 
years, to achieve because he must analyze every detail (he had 
never driven a Macan) but ordered one anyway . The good news is, 
in spite of this lack of his usual analysis, he loves the car!

The Fall Color Tour route started at Depot Park in downtown 
Clarkston with members starting to arrive at noon . The conversa-

tions were lively with many club friends and acquaintances talk-
ing and looking at cars—that’s what we do . Once we departed 
Depot	Park	at	1	PM,	we	meandered	through	the	excellent	two	lane	
roads out through Fenton and points west towards an eventual 
stop for cider and donuts at Spicer’s Orchard in Hartland . With 
SEM	only	parking	and	flaggers	directing	traffic,	we	arrived	at	a	
reserved parking lot separate from the masses .

What a treat it was to see kids and parents alike admiring the 
cars we all enjoy . The fact they had probably never seen so many 
Porsches, nor seen such a variety of Porsches in one place before, 
fed	their	admiration.	The	conversation	among	Porsche	aficiona-
dos continued over cider and donuts as well as taking photos and 
another chance to see and admire each other’s cars . The SEM lot 
consisted	of	 911s,	 from	vintage	 all	 the	way	up	 through	 a	2014	
GT3	and	 everything	 in	between.	There	were	 also	 several	 928s,	
and	944s	as	well	as	quite	a	few	Boxsters.	The	exit	from	the	cider	
mill	was	as	orderly	as	the	entrance	thanks	to	the	Porsche	flaggers	

(continued on page 30)
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Fall Color Tour (continued from page 28)

A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R
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Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
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5

stopping	traffic	so	the	entire	group	could	exit	the	premises	at	one	
time . Once again many admirers expressed their satisfaction with 
comments	like	one	from	a	little	10	year	old	girl	who	said,	“Your	
car is just b-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-l!” And many comments saying, “Nice 
car!” along with thumbs up . It’s always nice to know others ap-
preciate what we drive .

After leaving Spicer’s, we moved through picturesque rural 
areas on nice two lane roads through farm country . The fall col-
ors were beautiful and, though driving the speed limit, there were 
many opportunities to feel the quick acceleration of a wonder-

ful sports car . Our tour ended at da Edoardos restaurant in Grand 
Blanc . With good wine, excellent service, great food and Porsche 
friends, it was the perfect ending to a perfect day . My friend Ted 
summed up the day very well when he said, “What a classy group 
of people and what a great event ending at an elegant restaurant—
what’s not to like about this?”

For those who are members and have not participated in any 
of these “drive your Porsche” events, you are missing some fun 
times! Thanks to Marc and Lisa Molzon and all who helped make 
this another great SEM event . 

We gather at Clarkston Depot Park for the start

Cider and donut stop at Spicer’s 
Orchard in Hartland

Vice President Howard Gilson at 
Edoardo’s restaurant in Grand Blanc
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RECAP

Classic 9 Leather Shop  
Open House

STORY & PHOTOS BY MICHAEL COHEN

C lassic	 9	Leather	 Shop,	 located	 at	
2801	South	Beach	Daly	Road	 in	
Dearborn Heights, is a new adver-

tiser in the P4 . As a way to introduce mem-
bers to his operation and services, proprietor 
Rob	Budd,	who	owns	a	928,	sponsored	an	
open	house	on	December	6.	His	shop	spe-
cializes in repairing, updating and custom-
izing interiors, primarily for Porsches .

	The	first	thing	you	notice	when	entering	
the facility is a large work area with several 
Porsches and other vehicles in various stag-
es	of	restoration	or	modification.	There	is	a	
second room with bolts and bolts of leather 
in various styles and colors as well as work 
benches to perform the tasks required . Rob 
also replaces convertible tops and a partial-
ly	 assembled	 roof	 for	 a	Mercedes	 280	SL	
was on a rig as the room’s entrance .

Interesting projects in process were a 
completely	new	interior	for	a	white	930	Tur-
bo from Chicago and a custom leather and 
alcantera interior with contrasting stitching 
for	club	member	Dave	Kowalewsky’s	928.	
Attendees,	many	of	whom	are	928	owners,	
enjoyed coffee and donuts as they strolled 
the facilities, chatted with other guests and 
swapped stories . 

It appears that the quality of their work 
and the pride that the pride taken in Classic 
9’s	projects	is	excellent.	If	you	need	interior	
work done on your Porsche or other vehicle 
or just want to check the operation out, stop 
in	or	call	Rob	Budd	at	313-682-1983.

Eliseo Carrillo with Classic 9 owner Robb Budd

A new convertible top for a classic Mercedes 230 SL being assembled

L to R: Dave Renner, Bob Amato 
drinking coffee and chatting with 

Gary Ambrus

Seats, bolts of leather and other inventory

Dave Kowalewsky and Matt Fenster 
discussing Rob Budd’s highly tuned 928 
in the background
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1208 E. MAPLE RD.

TROY, MI 48083

www.GilsonMotorSports.com

hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com

location phone # website & email

Shop: 248.549.4016

Fax: 248.549.4022

Independent PORSCHE® Service & Repair Facility 

*NEW**Tire Mounting & Balancing Machines*
*NEW**Formula 43 Wheels* 

Performance Service & Maintenance - Suspension Systems & Brake Service 
Custom 4 Wheel Alignments

FabSpeed - Exhaust Systems - Air Intakes
LN Engineering Intermediate Shaft Bearing Installation

PORSCHE® OBD & CAN Software 

Pre-Purchase Inspections 

FREE Tech Inspections for Track Events
FREE Brake Fluid Water Content Test (DOT 4)

PCA Discounts 

STORY & PHOTOS BY ANDREW OLSON

“Coke Car” 
Resurrection – Part 2

I n	my	last	article,	 I	had	 just	purchased	a	bona-fide	
racecar, affectionately known as the “Coke Car” 
due to its livery markings . The car had been in a 

wreck on a track in New Jersey . While it looked sal-
vageable,	I	had	not	yet	seen	it	first	hand,	so	my	purchase	
was a complete gamble .

I was out of town when the car arrived . I had it shipped 
to John Ford’s collision shop, CCF Collision, in Clinton 
Township.	John	is	a	fellow	928	owner	and	he	was	my	go-
to guy for assessing the damage when we were looking at 
the	pictures.	The	first	order	of	business	was	to	see	if	we	
could pull the frame straight and get it close enough to 
take an alignment .

John has a great frame guy named Brian . When I 
showed	up	at	the	shop	around	9:00	AM,	Brian	was	lock-
ing the car to the frame rack that would be used to pull 
the car straight . I had never seen a car go through this 
process, so it was a real treat to witness the skill and ex-
perience involved to do it right . 

Seeing	the	car	first-hand,	it	was	clear	the	point	of	im-
pact was the passenger front corner . The energy transferred down 
the	frame	where	the	frame	rail	buckled	under	the	passenger	floor.	
As Brian explained to me, our goal for the day was to “create the 
accident in reverse .” If we pulled the frame in the wrong direc-
tion, we could ruin it and it would never be right . So we had one 
chance at getting it right .

Before we started, we measured the wheelbase on each side . 
The passenger-side wheelbase was a full inch shorter than the 

driver-side . How were we going to get it back? I had been warned 
that we might have to use some heat and section out pieces . I was 
prepared for the worst .

Brian studied the car for almost an hour before attempting his 
first	pull.	After	analyzing	things,	he	hooked	up	a	clamp	to	the	front	
of	the	car,	applied	4,000	psi	of	force	to	the	front	of	the	passenger	
side, pulling it forward . With this tension, he got under the car and 
started peening the frame rail with a large mallet . With each blow, 
we could hear the pitch of the metal go from high to low as the 

stress was relieved . I had placed a bolt on the rack under 
the front caliper as a reference mark . As Brian worked his 
magic, I saw the caliper walk forward about a millimeter 
with each blow . This was all done without any heat . My 
jaw	was	on	the	floor.	It	was	amazing	to	see	this	process.

Within a couple hours we had gained most of the miss-
ing wheelbase back . Then we had to get the geometry 
back . This is the part that took the most time . Brian made 
a number of other pulls, each with the same care and pre-
cision	as	the	first.	Some	of	the	pulls	were	made	with	two	
attachment points to tease the frame back into shape . We 
could see that with each pull things were getting closer 
and closer to the way they should be .

By	3:00	PM,	he	had	it	98%	straight.	The	wheelbases	
were now equal for both sides . The height on both front 
corners was the same . The engine bay and chassis was 
now square .

(continued on page 36)

When I came back a couple weeks later, the replacement fender and hood were 
already installed

This is where the frame rail buckled.  It took the bulk of the energy here
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Shark Tank (continued from page 34)

I came back a couple weeks later and Brian had already in-
stalled the replacement hood and fender I had gotten for the car . 
It now looked like my gamble was ready to pay off . The next step 
was to see if the car would start . 

We tried several times . The car sounded like it wanted to start, 
but	it	just	wouldn’t	catch.	We	tried	starting	fluid,	a	fresh	battery,	
and several other things . It just would not catch . So even though I 
had a straight car, we still didn’t know if the motor and transmis-

sion was good . It was still a gamble that had yet to payout .
If	you	are	a	928	owner,	or	are	interested	in	learning	about	the	

928,	please	 join	 the	928	crew	 for	our	monthly	beer	night.	We	
hold	 it	on	 the	 second	Wednesday	of	each	month	 from	7	 to	10	
PM	at	Sneakers	Pub	located	at	22628	Woodward	Ave	Ferndale,	
MI	48220.	If	you	would	like	to	get	on	the	928	mailing	list,	drop	
me	a	line	at	andrewmolson@yahoo.com	or	call/text	me	at	734-
837-7908.

STORY BY MICHAEL COHEN

Used Porsche Prices 
are going through the Roof

As I am sure that you all know, used Porsche prices are 
skyrocketing, especially for air cooled cars . Most of us 
bought our Porsches to drive, show or track, not primar-

ily as an investment . But in fact, that is what many have become . 
The stock market has done very well in the past two years, but it 
doesn’t hold a candle to how some Porsche prices have increased . 
This rise in values, however, is a two edged sword . On one hand, 
you	probably	made	a	nice	profit	if	you	sold	your	Porsche	recently	
or at least on paper if you still have the car . However, the down 
side in many cases is that the cars have become garage queens and 
are not being used for the purposes for which they were bought

The analysis below is derived from estimated values in the an-
nual Porsche Buyers Guide published by Excellence magazine . 
The following is a two year price comparison of selected cars, 
utilizing	the	high	range	prices	(	pristine	cars	)	from	the	2014	issue	
versus	the	2012	issue.	Virtually	every	vehicle	that	was	reviewed	
increased in value; only one declined . The big winner was the 
1989	930	Turbo	whose	estimated	price	increased	from	$43,300	to	
$130,000,	a	200%	increase	in	value.

	Below	is	a	table	comparing	2014	versus	2012	values.	Hope-
fully, your car is a winner . If your car is not listed here, you can 
find	your	vehicle’s	value	in	the	buyers	guide	mentioned	above.

YEAR MODEL 2012 PRICE RANGE 2014 PRICE RANGE 2014 HI vs 2012 HI

1956-1958 356 SPEEDSTER $150,000 - $240,000 $170,000 - $350,000 45%

1964-1965 356C COUPE $55,000 - $75,000 $55,000 - $115,000 53%

1966-1969  912 COUPE $15,700 - $21,000 $15,000 - $25,000 19%

1973-1974 914 2.0 $12,500 - $16,800 $12,000 - $16,000 -9%

1968 911 L COUPE $42,000 - -$52,000 $50,000 - $110,000 111%

1980-1983 911 SC TARGA $17,600 - $23,200 $18,000 - $33,000 42%

1974-1975 911 CARRERA COUPE $27,300 - $36,600 $35,000 - $65,000 80%

1989 930 TURBO COUPE $32,400 - $43,300 $70,000 - $130,000 200%

1987-1989 911 CABRIOLET $20,700 - $31,000 $25,000 - $44,000 42%

1986-1988 944 TURBO $7,700 - $10,500 $9,000 - $12,000 14%

1985-1986 928 S $10,100 - $13,700 $10,000 - $18,000 31%

1993-1994 964 3.6 TURBO $52,000 - $68,000 $70,000 - $100,000 47%

1997-1998 911 C4S $40,000 - $50,000  $50,000 - $65,000 30%

2000 996 CABRIOLET $18,000 - $24,000 $22,000 - $30,000 25%

2003-2004 Boxster S $15,000 - $23,000 $14,000 - $23,000 0%

2006 Cayenne S $20,000 - $24,000 $21,000 - $25,000 4%

2008 997 GT 3 $68,100 - $91,200 $85,000 - $100,000 10%

The Coke car in its prime before the accident 
had beautiful lines and livery

Here I am working on trying to get it 
started…I’m clearly optimistic

By the time Brian was finished, the 
frame rail was straight

Brian is hooking up the clamp 
that will make the first pull
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STORY BY tOM fIELItZ

Balanced Performance

Reading all the reviews on the new models of Porsche 
one thing struck me as odd but at the same time familiar 
about the description of balance in the different models . 

The performance and indeed the driving feedback of a car is dic-
tated	or	at	least	impacted	by	the	options	fitted	to	a	car.	You	might	
presume the most pure form of performance would come from the 
base model car and the highest level from the highest optioned 
car but in reading magazine tests of various models that does not 
universally seem to be true . In the case of many Boxster models 
the standard wheel size performed better than the larger optioned 
wheels . That theme was repeated for suspension options as well . 
An engineer would probably explain that the suspension geom-
etry favored a particular wheel and suspension combination . Even 
minor changes such as ride height affected cornering performance 
as well as ride quality . That is especially true of ultra low aspect 
ratio tires . The old axiom of giving the car the ultimate looking 
stance of low to the ground and wheel wells full of tire was not 
always the best performing car . 

Right	from	the	days	of	the	356	we	sought	the	race	car	look	in	
our street cars . The front end would be lowered until the tires were 
tucked into the fenders . Never mind that it was a battle to keep the 
car going straight as any bump would bottom the suspension and 
cause the car to dart from side to side due to bump steer . At the 
rear adding four degrees of negative camber looked good so then 
twice as much had to be better . The net result was a car that would 
not track straight or brake straight since only about two inches 
of rear tire were in contact with the ground . My own experiment 
with	my	1964	356	C	coupe	was	to	fit	the	front	with	the	911	T	sized	
brake	calipers	and	vented	rotors	which	then	required	a	911	master	
cylinder	just	to	make	it	all	work.	The	car	also	had	914-6	Fusch	14	
x	5	½	alloy	wheels	with	195-40	series	rubber,	the	absolute	max	
that	would	fit	under	a	fender.	I	would	like	to	think	it	was	faster	
after those changes but at least it looked good .

Things	 did	 not	 get	much	 better	with	 the	 911.	 Some	 owners	
took it to the extreme and cut and welded the front spindles to 
lower the car and still retain a tiny amount of suspension travel . 
The	other	 extreme	was	 to	fit	huge	 torsion	bars	until	 the	major-
ity	of	suspension	compliance	was	in	the	flex	of	the	sidewalls	of	
the tires . The good news was that instead of playing back yard 
mechanic and guessing at how to make our car faster there was a 
ready	supply	of	genuine	race	parts	that	could	be	fitted.	In	many	

cases the fun never stopped until 
what was once a proud GT car that 
could serve double duty on a track 
was now a dedicated race car that 
had to be trailered to the track . My 
1972	911	was	not	 immune	 to	be-
ing hacked on the cheap . Stock 
springs, shocks, and sway bars 
were all up rated and the car was 
suitably lowered and a bump steer 
spacer added . It also got headers 
and a megaphone exhaust . In short 
it became a miserable road car and 
a slightly better track car . The big experiment was the brake cali-
pers . The car now has Hurst Airheart four piston calipers as used 
on short track racing stock cars . These were custom machined to 
fit	the	stock	mounting	ears.	True	enough	brake	fade	was	a	thing	of	
the past but it took a change of master cylinder plus bigger front 
rotors and drilled rear rotors just to achieve some brake balance . 

It was several years of experimentation before I realized that 
speed and performance comes from a balanced package of sus-
pension settings . It went well beyond a good alignment . A heavily 
modified	car	was	difficult	to	drive	and	that	often	made	it	slower	
to drive or at least unpredictable . It also gives me a big apprecia-
tion for the thousands of hours of engineering that goes into a car 
design . The more I read and heard drivers and crew chiefs talk, the 
more the word balance came up, not just in a set of tires but a set 
of shocks, springs, gear sets, alignment and so on . Often a driver 
would describe how his race car was the fastest on the track until 
he lost the balance . Balance changes as the conditions change . 
Balance can change a lot with the simple weight shift of burning 
off gallons of gas . 

This brings me back to the computer sophistication of the 
modern Porsche . The latest generation has shocks and sway bars 
that are computer controlled to minimize pitch and roll . The cur-
rent	generation	achieves	almost	perfectly	flat	cornering.	So	far	I	
have not heard of any back yard mechanical updates to these cars . 
Frankly that is a good thing since the stance also looks good just 
the way they are delivered . Perhaps it is due to the computers but 
it also seems that every suspension option works equally well .

SEM/PCA Member Anniversaries – January/february 2015

YR Name(s) YR Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

JANUARY

46	 Ronald	&	Karen	Roland	 

45 Dennis & Jason Rickard  

40	 Peter	&	Carol	Dicks	 

32	 David	&	Suzanne	Secord	 

31	 Taylor	&	Lanita	Dunham	 

31	 Douglas	&	Margot	Marston	 

24 Jeffrey & Imbi McErlean  

24 Jack & Shelley Hundertmark  

22 Richard Branka & Lydia Draper  

18	 Robert	&	Peggy	Bogart	 

17	 Michael	&	Donna	Krausman	 

17	 Brian	&	Cindy	Chiara	 

17	 Joe	&	Renee	McKeone	 

16	 Michael	&	Janice	Cohen	 

15	 David	&	Debra	Salisbury	 

15	 Terrence	&	Anne	Gallagher	 

14	 Anthony	&	Linda	Hulls	 

14	 Calvin	&	Vivian	Jones	 

13	 Edward	&	Debbie	Reiss	 

13	 Fred	&	Patricia	Tarver	 

12	 Ernst	&	Birgit	Wieland-Kassik	 

11	 David	&	Dawn	Wright	 

10	 David	&	Mary	Wood	 

5 William & Donna Pankratz  

5 Michael & Deborah Paine  

5 Steven & Diane Ault  

4 Carlos & Veronica Carmona  

2 Albert & Anita Stephens  

2 Kenneth & Kristen Lingenfelter  

2 Todd & Reggie Goldman  

1	 Gary	Sylvester	&	Theresa	Recchia	 

1	 Jason	&	Kristen	Pace	 

1	 Scott	&	Jill-Maria	Ferrier	 

1	 Maximillian	&	Alexandra	Akemann

FEBRUARY

38	 Mark	&	Jeff	Langren	 

31	 Lori	&	Peter	Mauthe	 

28 Scott & Kim Elliott  

26	 John	&	Pamela	Chatley	 

25 Raymond & Joann Johnson  

24 Tibor & Edith Szabo  

24 Robert & Loretta Serge  

23	 David	&	Debra	Miller	 

23	 Dennis	&	Susan	Szeremet	 

18	 Ben	Salvador	Myrna	Mendez	 

17	 James	&	Norine	Watson	 

15	 Clifton	&	Dave	Patton	 

15	 Mark	&	Elizabeth	Peters	 

15	 Tony	&	Christina	Amalio	 

15	 David	&	Barbara	Peterson	 

14	 Joseph	&	Veronica	Jakubus	 

13	 Frank	&	Elizabeth	Tilli	 

12	 Joseph	&	Marilynn	Kokoszka	 

11	 James	&	James	Seeling	 

10	 John	&	Karen	Crusse	 

10	 Mack	&	Marilyn	Gaut	 

9	 Donald	&	Matt	Garver	 

9	 Thomas	&	Jean	Baumgarten	 

8 H & Brenda Graziano  

8 Chris & Elaine Braden  

4 Lucas Phan Glenny Tjahgaji  

3	 Steven	&	Christopher	Nofar	 

2 Charles & Carol Etterman  

2 Apostolos & Elena Kerasiotis  

2 William & Billy Crowe  

2 John Field Judy Hudson-Field  

2 Roger & Katie Meiners  

1	 Thomas	&	Cristina	Barnickel



40 n P4 n JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 n P4 n 41

In attendance: Board Members: John Keilly, Michael Cohen, 
Howard Gilson, Greg Gallagher, Gretus Hoogestraat, Lanita Dun-
ham, Marc Molzon, Also, Victoria Wade, Leo Wanstreet, Tom & 
Miranda Christen, Walter & Sabrina Crump

Call to Order: 7	p.m.	by	President	John	Keilly
Minutes: Approved .
Membership:	580	primary	members	and	386	associate	mem-

bers	=	966	total
Financial:	Leo	Wanstreet	 emailed	 the	financial	 statement	 to	

the board . A motion was made and approved to reimburse John 
for the cost of the Planning Meeting meal . Report approved .

Insurance: Greg Gallagher - none needed at this time .
P-4: Michael Cohen - Several errors were noted . November/

December & January/February will be combined P4 issues . P4 
has a new advertiser who will run a full page ad . Miranda Christen 
will take over as P-4 Editor in March . P-4 Staff will meet with 
Copyrite	Printing	and	Roger	DeLiso	on	Monday,	November	17th.

OLD BUSINESS:
Oct. 19, Fall Color Tour: The	tour	had	112	members	join	to-

gether for a great drive and dinner afterwards .
Nov. 14, Membership Dinner w/speaker: Has been post-

poned	to	January	2015.

Dec. 6, Classic 9’s Open House: All set . 9-12.
Dec. 6, Holiday Party: Will be held at the Orchard Lake 

Country Club and will support the Joe Brighton Foundation with 
34	signed	up	at	the	time	of	the	meeting.	Nice	items	are	still	in	need	
for the silent auction .

Elections: Walter Crump won the board seat vacated by Lanita 
Dunham . Fred Young will become the secretary for the club, and 
Greg Gallagher will take over membership .

Charities: Pre-addressed envelopes were requested for the 
Holiday party to Joe Brighton Foundation .

Web site: Site	has	had	20K	hits	from	Yahoo	&	Goggle.	Gretus	
is scanning in all of the waivers signed at events to keep electroni-
cally for the club . It will be edited by date and name .

Goodie Store: Patti placed an order for items with Victoria .
Event reports: None .

NEW BUSINESS: 
Gretus: We can now accept Credit Cards at the Goodie Store!
Marc: We need workers to sign up for Gingerman Club Race . 

We also need someone to work with marketing and sponsors for 
the Club race .

Meeting adjourned at 9:26
Refreshments and Locations: Dec:	3	at	Motor	City	Porsche

In attendance: Board Members: John Keilly, Michael Cohen, 
Howard Gilson, Gretus Hoogestraat, Lanita Dunham, Marc Mol-
zon,	Fred	Young	&	Patti	Door,	officers:	Steve	Carbary,	Erik	Ohrn-
berger, Leo Wanstreet, Miranda Christen, Walter Crump

7	PM:	review	of	2015	calendar.
Call to Order: 7:40 PM by President John Keilly
Minutes: approved .
Membership:	575	+	383	=	958.
Financial: E-mailed to board . Treasury is well funded for 

coming year’s events . Report approved
Insurance: Will	get	for	Feb.	DE	101.
P-4: Miranda is gathering articles for Jan . issue . Note: Nov .-

Dec . in one issue, Jan .- Feb . will be in one issue to go out early in 
Jan . Editor and staff met with Copyrite to review processes and 
discuss several upgrades .

OLD BUSINESS:
Nov 14: All member Dinner w/speaker: Postponed.
Dec 6: Classic 9’s Open House: All set . 9am-12pm.
Dec 6: Holiday Party: Will be held at Orchard Lake Country 

Club;courtesy of Erhard Dahm . Charity to be Jo Brighton Foun-
dation.	Have	98	signed	up.	Patti	will	have	bid	lists	for	the	silent	
auction . Many members will be providing items for the auction .

Club Race: Applications have been submitted to PCA and 
club	 registration,	 then	 to	Gingerman.	The	 944	Spec	Group	 has	
been invited to attend and are excited by prospect .

Charities: Two of Jo Brighton staff and 2 parents were invited 
to the holiday party . 

Web site: Several security issues were found and repaired . 
They	will	add	new	board	members	and	officers	to	web	site.

Goodie Store: Has	received	the	20	t-shirts	that	were	ordered.	
Leo needs an inventory .

Event reports: none needed .

NEW BUSINESS: 
John Keilly: Will	call	Mark	Winkler	at	Suburban	to	confirm	a	

swap meet date .
Fred Young: Chicago region is hosting a concours judging 

school next year .
Would	like	to	discuss	2015	Porsche	Parade	at	next	all	member	

dinner .
Will check on a Waterford family day May or June
Steve Carbary: Three DE dates are on the calendar .
Howard Gilson: Will	 submit	 new	 board	 and	 officer	 list	 to	

PCA .
Meeting adjourned at 8:30
Refreshments and Locations: Jan: at Gilson Motorsports 

SEM Board Minutes (11/12/14) by Lanita Dunham

SEM Board Minutes (12/3/14) by Lanita Dunham
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These questions and answers are based on actual events.
Please e-mail your questions to the P4 editor (fastkarz2@aol.com).

They will be forwarded to the MC and answered in the next issue.

The advice presented in this column is based on the expertise of the  
author alone. There may be other approaches to the issues described. 

SEM/PCA does not endorse any specific approach to a vehicle problem.

Q: I am planning on taking my 87 Carrera on a 4,000 mile trip and I 
want some advice. The car has 90,000 miles on it and it runs great except 
for some roughness in the idle when it is cold and a very slight glow in 
the alternator warning light at night. I also notice a small trail of oil at 
the front of the engine and I think it might be the main seal (although it 
was replaced 30,000 miles ago). I also spotted a small oil leak at the rear 
underneath the air conditioning compressor bracket. I plan on replacing 
the tires and doing some other maintenance but I really do not want to 
take any chances on a long trip. What do you suggest? —Chris

A: First of all, do not wait until the last minute to have the car inspected . 
If it has been a number of years since the last complete service, be pre-
pared for some surprises . Even the best kept car suffers from age related 
problems	after	27	years.	The	inspection	will	dictate	what	 the	priorities	
are but some problems that these cars suffer from are common and well-
documented . Here goes:

As for the idle roughness, the most common failure I have seen is 
vacuum leaks from breather hoses that you can barely see when you look 
inside the engine compartment . That is where a smoke test is employed . 
Smoke from a smoke generator is fed into the intake at very low pressure 
and then you can view leaks . An inspection mirror on a goose neck or bore 
scope may make it possible to see behind components since leaks usually 
occur in places you cannot see . There is one common vacuum leak from a 
small vacuum hose that is factory crimped onto a metal line . It is probably 
cracked or broken and this one alone will cause idle roughness . There are 
also two very large breather hoses which are also probably cracked . Odds 
are you cannot see where they are cracked with the engine in the car . 

At	90K	 the	 car	 is	 due	 for	 a	valve	 adjustment	 and	oil	 leak	 services	
that are to be expected on a car of this age . Although the main seal may 
be leaking, the more likely source would be one of three things; the oil 
thermostat O-ring, breather gasket, or the oil pressure switch . These are 
all located on top of the engine 

This leads to the next rather large labor operation which makes the 
sensors and oil leaks easy (by comparison) . I would suggest that you re-
move the power train from the car . You can replace the sensors and reseal 
those leaks with the engine out of the car and for an early Carrera, it is not 
too	difficult	or	time	consuming.	

With the power train removed, you will have easy access to the clutch 
and main seal components . Whether it is leaking or not, the main seals for 
both the engine and transaxle should be replaced and for good measure, I 
would service the clutch linkage components and replace the clutch slave 
cylinder if it is original . Before the power train is removed, you will be 
draining the oil and I would suggest that you also drain the transmission 
oil.	This	is	a	good	time	to	change	the	transmission	oil	and	filling	it	can	
be easily done by turning the unit on its side and just pouring it in with a 
funnel . You can’t do that with the unit in the car .

Since the axles will be removed to pull the power train, you can feel 
them for sloppy joints and either lubricate them or replace them if you do 
not	want	to	take	any	chances.	I	have	found	that	by	90,000	miles,	they	are	

pretty well worn out . They are not very expensive either and since they will 
be out of the car anyway, there is no additional labor involved…Bonus!

The glowing warning light would prompt me to replace the alterna-
tor based on the length of your trip and the age of the unit . Do not be 
surprised if the alternator mounting bracket is cracked . Most of them 
have cracks by now and Porsche no longer supplies the part . A Bosch 
remanufactured alternator is very reasonably priced and therefore you 
might consider it cheap insurance . The brackets are now made in U .S .A . 
by an aftermarket company and compared to the factory part, they are 
much stronger and I would be surprised if they would ever crack since 
they are made of a much stronger aluminum alloy versus the original 
material . Be careful not to sandblast the alternator outer pulley, that could 
also light an alternator warning light on the dash . 

With the engine out, based on age and mileage, you should plan to 
replace both the speed and reference sensors which are located at the 
front of the engine on the driver’s side . To put it in perspective, with the 
engine	in	the	car,	it	might	take	five	hours,	with	the	engine	on	the	table,	
maybe an hour! The same thing applies to the oxygen sensor . It is right 
in front of you with the motor out, not so with the engine in . A usually 
missing component, the sound absorbing pad, can be replaced the engine 
out of the car and this is impossible with the engine in the car, so your trip 
can be a little quieter too . Those two likely cracked breather hoses can be 
easily evaluated and replaced when you do not have to climb inside the 
engine compartment and give it a big bear hug to reach them . 

Maintenance is much easier with the engine on the table including spark 
plugs, valve adjustment, distributor cap and rotor (if you need it) and air 
filter	service.	For	insurance,	I	would	plan	to	replace	the	ignition	coil.	While	
the engine is out, the two harness plugs that tend to loosen and corrode over 
time can be easily accessed and serviced so you can safely ignore them for 
the next decade . There are two oil lines on the rear of the engine which are 
either leaking now or may have already been replaced . They will be easy 
to access with the motor out and for peace of mind, either replace the line 
assemblies or the rubber hose component of the lines . 

At this age and mileage, how do the brakes work? How much mois-
ture	is	in	the	brake	fluid?	Brakes	that	work	fine	on	short	trip	local	driving	
have a way of surprising you on mountain roads when the car is loaded 
with	luggage	and	being	driven	for	hours	at	90	MPH!	Typically	the	rubber	
boots for the calipers are very stiff, may be cracked or even torn wide 
open . Plan to have the calipers removed, cleaned, resealed and if you are 
a	geek	like	me,	paint	them	red	while	you	are	at	it.	You	will	find	that	after	
27	years,	the	caliper	bores	are	not	“like	new”	nor	are	the	pistons.	When	
it comes to brakes you cannot have too much peace of mind . A natural 
progression is to clean, inspect, repack, and reseal the front wheel bear-
ings while you have everything apart . In the rear, you will have a bird’s 
eye view of the hand brake mechanism and you will be able to check the 
rear wheel bearings for noise or looseness as well . 

So with the car inspected, serviced and massaged from top to bottom, 
you	should	have	a	trouble	free	trip,	with	no	fluid	leaks,	no	noises,	and	no	
worries . Enjoy . —MC 

BY CHRIS BRADEN, TECHNICAL EDITOR
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,

Happy New Year! I hope that everyone enjoyed the Holiday 
Season and is ready for another exciting year in PCA . With the be-
ginning of a new year, and as many regions start putting together 
their event calendars, why not reach out to the region leadership 
and offer to assist with an event . As is true with any organization, 
the more you put into it, the more you get out of it .

The	first	Zone	4	event	of	the	year	is	the	always	popular	Porsche	
Preview Event at the North American International Auto Show, 
which	will	 be	held	 from	7	a.m.	 to	9	 a.m.	on	Saturday,	 January	
17,	2015.	We	have	been	working	very	closely	with	Porsche	Cars	
North America to organize and plan this event . For this event, 
PCNA graciously opens the entire display to us, allowing our 
Zone 4 members exclusive access before the show opens to the 
public.	In	the	1st	year,	 the	ticket	allotment	was	118;	last	year	it	
was	130,	and	this	year	we	were	able	to	obtain	200	tickets.	Tickets	
are	$20	per	person,	which	includes	your	admission	to	the	show	as	
well as a catered continental breakfast . Pre-registration is required 
via motorsportreg .com .

Another event to look forward to is Parade, which will be very 
close	this	year	in	nearby	French	Lick,	IN	from	June	21-27,	2015.	
For details about everything related to Parade including tours, 
visit the Parade website: http://parade2015.pca.org . Registration 
will	open	at	Noon	on	March	17,	2015.	I	am	encouraging	several	
regions	to	plan	Parade	101	sessions	to	help	members	know	what	
to expect in order to get the most out of their Parade experience . 
This year there will be an award given to the region within Zone 
4 that has the greatest attendance . I will announce the winner and 
present the award during the Zone 4 Party at Parade .

Even though most of us have our cars tucked away for winter, 
that doesn’t mean you can’t spend time enjoying PCA camarade-
rie . I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and 
every one of you at these upcoming events . Be sure to check your 
local region’s website and newsletter, as well as the Zone 4 web-
site http://zone4 .pca .org for the latest details on the many events 
close to you that are being planned . Also, consider attending other 
regions’ events, such as:

•	 Central Indiana Region’s	 1st	 Saturday	 Breakfast	 will	 be	
held	at	9	a.m.	on	January	3	at	Taste	Restaurant	in	Indianapo-
lis, IN .

•	 Allegheny Region’s Business Meeting is on January 8, at 
7:30	p.m.	at	Fowler	Auto/	FAST	Co.

•	 January	 10	 is	Michiana Region’s Meet the Members and 
Awards Party at Mosier’s Austrian Café in New Carlisle, IN .

•	 Mid-Ohio Region’s	Board	Meeting	will	be	on	January	12

•	 Western Michigan Region will host its January Dinner 
Drive	on	January	14th	to	Leo’s	Seafood	Restaurant,	Grand	
Rapids, MI . 

•	 On	January	15,	Maumee Valley Region members will meet 
for dinner at Ciao in Sylvania, OH .

•	 Zone 4 Porsche Preview Event at the North American Inter-
national Auto Show at Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, 
January	17,	2014.	

•	 Join	the	Ohio Valley Region	on	January	24,	2014	for	their	
Annual Chili Party at Porsche of Kings Automall in Cincin-
nati, OH . 

•	 Southeast Michigan Region will hold their Annual Mem-
bership	Dinner	on	January	30

•	 The	PCA National Winter Board Meeting will be held on 
Saturday,	February	7	in	Hanover,	MD.	All	PCA	members	are	
welcomed to attend this semiannual business meeting .

BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE
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Our Service 
Department is

Open 7 a.m. until
12 Midnight

Monday thru Friday
Call for appointment
248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

10-YEAR OR 
100,000 MILE CLUB 

DISCOUNT

20% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE FOR 
PORSCHES OVER 10 YEARS OLD 

OR OVER 100,000 MILES *

WITH COUPON
*SOME 

EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

20%
OFF

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

PORSCHE WATER-
COOLED OIL CHANGE

WITH
COUPON

We feature Mobil 1
(1997 and newer)

INCLUDES: Porsche oil fi lter, engine oil, 
drain plug washer (where applicable), tire 
pressure adjustment

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

$18999
Plus
tax

Support our  

advertisers… 

they make the P4 

possible!
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